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this idea is thfc Kbynote o$ the whole book and
received its perfect lyrical expression in the great song
which has become the national anthem of United
India. This is the second great service of Bankim
to this country that he pointed out to it the way of
salvation and gave it the religion of patriotism. Of
the new spirit which is leading the nation to resur-
gence and independence, he is the inspirer and
political guru.

The third and supreme service of Bankim to his
nation was thai he gave us the vision of our Mother.
The bare intellectual idea of the motherland Is not in
itself a great driving force; the mere recognition of
the desirability of freedom is not an inspiring motive.
There are few Indians at present, whether loyalist,
moderate or nationalist in their political views, who
do not recognise that the country has claims on them
or that freedom in the abstract is a desirable thing.
But most of us, when it is a question between the
claims of the country and other claims, do not in
practice prefer the service of the country; and while
many may have the wish to see freedom accomplished,
few have the will to accomplish it. There are other
thicgs which we hold dearer and which We fear to see
imperilled either in the struggle for freedom or by its
accomplishment. It is not*till the Motherland reveals
besseff to the eye of the mind as something more than
a stretch of earth or amass of individuals, it is not till

12